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Another feature of this year’s conference was the diversity of participants, with counsellors coming 
from Baptist, Pentecostal, Brethren, Free Evangelical and Presbyterian churches. The team from Grace 
Fellowship was also able to minister in local churches as well as the Baptist church in Alibunar, Serbia. 
This is in line with Areopagus’ vision of connecting and serving the different Christian communities.

Biblical Counselling at Areopagus

Corneliu Constantineanu
Executive Director of Areopagus

One thing that we are very excited about is the possibility of establishing a Biblical Counselling/ 
Discipleship Training Department  at Areopagus. We would like to do this in partnership with all 
Evangelical denominations so that they will be happy to endorse it and send their people for training 
here. Also, we hope to offer a platform for continuous training of counsellors and for networking among 
the various Christian communities and counselling centres. We envisage that Areopagus could 
eventually become a validation and accreditation body for biblical counselling in the region.  

Please, pray with us that God will help us in this rather new ministry, which is so important in 
Romania: that He will give us the resources we need to develop this department, that He will help us 
identify the right people for teaching and training, so that we will equip a new generation of counsellors 
who will use the Word of God to bring healing and restoration to many broken lives.

Our computer training course has been going  for almost 10 years now. 
Every year, about 30 young people have the chance to learn computer 
skills for free and to receive advice and counselling. This course is specially 
designated  for young people from orphanages, correction schools, families 
with very low incomes and disabled people.  Some of our goals are to 
increase their value on the job market, to help them find a job and 
reintegrate them in society. We teach them how to write a curriculum 
vitae, how to prepare for a job interview and other practical skills. Also, 
they have the chance to interact with Christians and to observe their lives 
and values, to ask questions and find guidance. 

Investing in People

Our last group of students were teenagers with impaired hearing and one of them had autism. It 
was an interesting experience for our staff to meet and interact with them daily. We were wondering 
how things would work out and if we would be able to communicate, but soon we learned that 
communication means more than words, it is also the language of the heart, which makes it more 
profound. Their enthusiasm and joyfulness were so catching. 

 We are pleased to report on a wonderful week of training in biblical 
counselling, from 11-18 May 2009, led by pastor Steven Freeburne and a 
team from Grace Fellowship, Florence, Kentucky.  In addition to class 
training,  the team  offered counselling sessions and several people received 
help in dealing with difficult issues such as depression, marital problems, 
and addiction.   Our young team of counsellors from Areopagus was able to 
assist and learn from these sessions.  There was also discussion of several 
case studies put forward by counsellors from different local churches. This 
provided great help in understanding the process of biblical counselling. Counselling team

One of the young people who participated in the course said: “These classes helped me to 
learn about computers, to make new friends and to get out of my usual routine in a very 
pleasant way. I believe that it will be easier for me to find a job, having these new skills and 
a certificate. Thank you Areopagus and thank you all who helped us to take these classes.”

Emma Goldis, Office Manager

“The experiment was such a huge success that the next series, starting in September,
is already reserved for children from the same school,” said Florin, our IT instructor. 
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News 
● Alin, a social worker and Monica, a psychologist, 
are the newest members of our team. They work in 
the social department with HIV positive people and 
other disadvantaged groups.
● A team from Areopagus will have further training 
in biblical counselling at Grace Fellowship Church, 
Florence, Kentucky.
● Langham Preaching International is organising for 
the first time in Romania a seminar on Biblical 
Expository Preaching. Our colleague, Corneliu, 
himself a Langham scholar, is one of the main 
organizers of the event.
● Areopagus has organised English courses for 
children. During the classes, we are available to talk 
to the children's parents and in the future, we 
intend to offer parenting classes. We believe that 
this is a wonderful opportunity for witnessing. 
● Our colleague Silviu Rogobete (currently Consul 
General of Romania in Cape Town) organised the 
visit to Areopagus of Prof. Dr. Charles Villa-Vicencio, 
former National Research Director of the world-
renowned Truth and Reconciliation Commission  of 
South Africa. The idea of this event  was to highlight 
the importance of truth telling and reconciliation for 
Romanian society after 50 years of communism.

 One of his experiences in prison moved us deeply. It was Good Friday and the Communists beat him 
severely. Afterwards he said thank you to  those who had abused him, for giving him the chance to 
suffer for Christ, as He had suffered for him two thousand years ago. Then  Richard Wurmbrand 
gathered prisoners from all denominations and commemorated the Last Supper. They had no bread and 
wine, so Wurmbrand asked: “What do we have?” “We have nothing”, they answered. “Then”, he replied, 
“We will take the Lord Supper with nothing.” Richard Wurmbrand declared that this was the most 
profound experience he had ever had.

  Also, we realized that it is our duty to record  these kinds  of testimonies for the 
generations to come. Consequently, the Areopagus centre   has begun a project, Oral 
History: The Communist Persecutions against Evangelicals, which aims at interviewing 
the victims or witnesses of persecution during the Communist regime. In this way 
their experiences will be passed on and will be a constant reminder to all of us of the 
price some people paid for their beliefs.
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Please Pray for...
● Admissions to our Masters Programme at the 
West University of Timisoara, Spiritually 
Oriented Social Work Practice.
● Our ongoing projects, that they will have the 
impact we hope for.
● Funds for restoring the car park and the court 
yard at Areopagus. It gets very muddy every 
time it rains and it  makes parking impossible. 
We are short of 2000 pounds to be able to 
complete this project. 

Daniel Oprean, Educational Department Assistant

The educational activities of Areopagus (weekly forums and special 
events) have helped promote an Evangelical perspective on various issues 
relevant for contemporary Romania. These events have brought together 
people from different professions such as engineers, social workers, 
theologians, doctors, and teachers, as well as students. People of the same 
profession met and discussed the problems, challenges and the 
opportunities within their own fields, in the light of their Christian faith. 

I would like to report on a special meeting, on 24 March, in memory of 
Richard Wurmbrand, a Lutheran pastor loved by Baptists, Pentecostals, 

Passing on your faith

Brethren and Orthodox believers. We celebrated 100 years since his birth. It was an occasion to 
remember the persecutions under the communist regime, when people like Richard Wurmbrand paid 
the price for their Christian faith and integrity. He suffered torture in prison because he refused to tell 
his persecutors the names of his fellow workers, who would have been arrested and even killed. 

The entire Wurmbrand evening was a commemoration of the traumatic experience of this man of God 
who spent 14 years in prison, but who in the end made a declaration of love to the communists, his 
abusers. 
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